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I. OVERVIEW
The UEA UNESCO Chair has conducted research, policy-focused initiatives and capacity-building activities in the area of adult literacy and learning for social transformation with partner universities in Ethiopia (Bahir Dar University), Malawi (University of Malawi), Nepal (Tribhuvan University Research Centre for Educational Innovation and Development), the Philippines (University of Santo Tomas) and Egypt (Ain Shams University). The UEA UNESCO Chair programme aims to develop understanding about how adult learning – particularly for women and young adults - can help address inequalities in the poorest communities of the world. Through investigating how or why adult literacy might facilitate or respond to processes of social transformation, including women’s empowerment, the programme sets out to strengthen the interaction between formal, non-formal and informal learning in research, policy and practice. The programme builds directly on the expertise of the UEA Literacy and Development Group, which brings together researchers in education and international development from across the University of East Anglia. More information can be found on our website: UNESCO Chair Programme - UEA School of Education and Lifelong Learning and on UK UNESCO website: Chair in Adult Literacy and Learning for Social Transformation | UNESCO in the UK.
The Chair also sets out to develop new initiatives with key policy organisations in this field, including UNESCO, particularly its Institute for Lifelong Learning in Hamburg and the Division for Policies and Lifelong Learning Systems at its Headquarters in Paris. Supporting a rights-based holistic approach to adult learning as the basis for active citizenship and improved livelihoods, we aim to promote greater interaction between research and policy in areas such as vocational skill development, health, agriculture and adult literacy learning. 
 Five main objectives for this UEA UNESCO Chair have shaped the programme (the fifth objective was added for the third phase from 2024):
i) Contributing new knowledge
ii) Strengthening qualitative research capacity
iii) Taking forward methodological innovation
iv) Developing stronger synergies between sectors which engage with adult literacy, skills development and learning and are integral to the Sustainable Development Goals
v) To find new ways of decentralising and democratising the leadership of the UNESCO Chair

Update since the 2024 review group meeting
Our last review group meeting (April 2024) was hosted by the University of Santo Tomas and was combined with the international conference organised as part of our Medical Research Funded-project, ‘Empowering Communities through University Partnerships in Public Health. This enabled our Nepal UNESCO Chair colleagues to attend in person, along with the UEA Chair and Co-Chair. UST researchers from our MRC project also agreed to join the UNESCO Chair review group meeting and have remained active members of the team. We are delighted that TU-CERID offered to host this year’s review group meeting. This is an important opportunity to meet the new Executive Director, Dr. Rajendra Kunwar and to welcome our colleagues from UNESCO Kathmandu National Office Nepal education team, Dr. Dhruba Raj Regmi and Ms Prativa Shrestha, and Dr. Divya Dawadi from the Nepal National Commission for UNESCO. 
The first year of our third phase has involved some changes in the partnership. In Autumn 2024, Kathmandu University School of Education and Development (KUSOED) decided to withdraw, largely because of the competing demands of their own UNESCO Chair (in Teacher Education). In 2015-16, KUSOED former Dean of Education, Prof. Mahesh Parajuli, played an important role in establishing the UNESCO Chair in Nepal, particularly through organising meetings with the Ministry of Education and UNESCO Nepal National Commission at the proposal stage. We would like to thank KUSOED colleagues for their support over the years: Prof. Parajuli for his seminal contribution to developing the UEA UNESCO Chair, Dr. Suresh Gautam, from KUSOED who later came for a Compare writing fellowship at UEA and Dr. Amina Singh, who as a former KUSOED faculty member facilitated participatory research and recently contributed a chapter to the forthcoming Bloomsbury edited volume. Dr. Suresh Gautam, along with other UNESCO Chair colleagues has joined our collaboration with Education Out Loud (EOL). We hope that individuals from Kathmandu University will continue to collaborate informally with us. 
A major development this year has been our shift to a Co-Chair model (see objective v above). Through regular e-meetings, we have begun to share administration and communication roles between the Co-Chairs. An example is the production of the recent Winter newsletter, which was led by Sushan Acharya and Kamal Devkota from CERID Nepal (with technical support from the previous UEA newsletter team). For the next newsletter, Co-Chair Ahmmardouh Mjaya and Foster Gondwe from the University of Malawi will be assisting CERID so that they will be able to produce the subsequent newsletter from Malawi. We have also distributed the tasks of coordinating with country coordinators and updating circulation lists. We will continue to work closely together as a team of four to explore more effective ways of facilitating South-South-North collaboration on proposals and events.
The review group has continued to play a valuable role in contributing new ideas and suggestions for new directions that the Chair could take. Four new members have joined our Review Group this year, all with rich expertise in the area of adult literacy, learning and social change:
· Professor Uta Papen from Lancaster University
· Dr. Helene Binesse, UNESCO Consultant 
· Dr. Chris Millora, Goldsmiths University London
· Dr. Qingru Wang, Hainan University, China 
We welcome them to this annual review group meeting and look forward to interacting with them over the coming year too. We have greatly appreciated Review Group members’ involvement in and suggestions for our programme. Over the past year, this has included Cathy Kell’s work as co-editor of the forthcoming Bloomsbury book on Theory and Practice in Adult Literacy, Learning and Social Change, and finalisation of books by Chris Millora and Malini Ghose in the series. Please do get in touch if you have ideas about how you could work more closely with us in new ways.
II. REPORT ON ACTIVITIES FROM  2024-25
Highlights since the last review group meeting in April 2024
The recent UEA UNESCO Chair newsletter gives an in-depth account of activities during this period, so only brief examples are listed below. These focus on UEA UNESCO Chair group activities rather than individual achievements. Please see here for link to the newsletter: https://sway.cloud.microsoft/6FjD95wSjcf9prkt?ref=Link
 UNESCO Chair research projects 
This period has marked the end of the MRC-funded research project in community health and follow-up writing linked to the earlier family literacy project. A major new research initiative in gender equality involving UNESCO Chair members from UEA, Malawi and Nepal launched last year and is led by Co-Chair, Catherine Jere. Recent research activities include:
· ‘Lifting barriers: Educating boys for gender equality’ is a 3-year GPE-KIX action research programme designed to identify, understand and scale up effective strategies to tackle boys' disengagement from education, with a focus on addressing harmful gender norms and promoting gender equality more broadly. The research activities include a scoping study (July – Sept, 2024), led by UEA UNESCO Chair members Catherine Jere, Ben Jones, Thi Bogossian and Hodges Zacharia, with Victoria Cann (UEA), case study research in schools and communities Malawi and Cambodia (March, 2025) and the implementation and evaluation of an intervention model, adapted from a global model developed for this research project (Sept 2025 – May 2026). In Malawi, our UNESCO Chair research partner, the Centre for Social Research, is leading the research activities within the country, working closely with UEA project members (PI – Catherine Jere). Lifting barriers: Educating boys for gender equality | GPEKIX. Our UC Co-Chair Sushan Acharya is a consultant on the project, offering expert review for resources development (see also policy initiatives below). 

· ‘Beyond Borders: Improving Support, Inclusion, and Sense of Belonging for International Students at UEA’ is a research project funded by a UEA Fellowship for Inclusive Teaching and led by UEA UNESCO Chair members Thi Bogossian (PI) and Lauren Boutell. The project explores how ‘hostile environment’ migration policies are impacting international students at UEA, and their strategies for building a ‘sense of belonging’. A paper has been accepted for the EAIR (The European Higher Education Society) Forum at Utrecht University in August 2025.

· Publications and follow-up policy activities have continued, linked to the UKRI/GRTA-funded project, ‘Family literacy, indigenous learning and sustainable development: Proof of concept pilot’ (October 2019 – December 2021, extended until April 2022). A Special Issue of the journal Compare on ‘Family literacy and indigenous learning: comparative perspectives from the Global South’, co-edited by Sushan Acharya, Ahmmardouh Mjaya and Anna Robinson-Pant, was published in January 2025. This included articles by UNESCO Chair members from the Nepal, Malawi and Ethiopia teams. The UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning have just published a handbook on Family and intergenerational literacy and learning: international perspectives, https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000393131.locale=en. This included two chapters by UNESCO Chair members, and Chris Millora presented on behalf of the team at the recent UIL book launch webinar. 

· The ‘Empowering communities through university partnerships in public health: a pilot project in Nepal and the Philippines’ concluded in August 2024, after moving to the University of Sussex in August 2023. Please see the website for details of the research reports and impact activities:  https://empcommunitiespublichealth.com/. In Nepal, three impact activities were organized at CERID Nepal. A one-day PAR workshop for faculty members and students; a one-day workshop at the Sahid Lakhan Rural Municipality (project research site); and a national level dissemination event.  In the Philippines, the following actions have been adopted by the UST Faculty of Medicine and Surgery (FMS) as a result of the project: Faculty and students are now using participatory action research (PAR) strategies in their community immersion activities; the course plans or syllabus in family medicine have been revised with the PAR activities incorporated as part of data gathering; monitoring and evaluation for the community-based activities follow more rigid standards based on learning from the PAR activities, the Manual for Community Service was produced for 2025 and collaborative approaches are now part of the community-based activities. As an offshoot of the project, the criteria for community-based programmes were crafted to include cultural sensitivity. Photovoice has become an integral research strategy in the family medicine courses.

· Kamal Devkota and Sushan Acharya are involved in the ‘Teaching Early Literacy with the Learning Toolkit+’, a pilot project in four community schools in Kathmandu run by CERID, TU, in collaboration with Concordia University, Canada and Open University UK. The project aims to capacitate teachers to integrate technology in teaching English literacy skills to early grade students. The project aligns with the national policy of using ICT in teaching learning. The CERID Nepal UNESCO Chair team are interested in collaborating with other UNESCO Chair partners to extend this area of research. 
· Ahmmardouh Mjaya (Co-Chair Malawi) is currently involved in a two-year collaborative project titled ‘Multilingual Markets: Investigating Language Skills for Informal Employment’. Employing a mixed approach, the project emphasises the ethnographic perspective in its qualitative aspect. The aim of the project is to identify which languages and language combinations are most effective for facilitating informal employment, in order to inform policies on language skills formation in education. This project is being carried by a team comprising members from the University of Stirling, Glasgow University and the University of Malawi UNESCO Chair. It builds on learning and expertise in ethnographic approaches developed in the family literacy project.  

Policy initiatives
Gender inequalities in education has been a strong theme within all UEA UNESCO Chair initiatives. The UEA UNESCO Chair team continues to be recognised as a key contributor to the UNESCO-led Consortium on addressing boys’ disengagement from education, founded by UNESCO Section for Education for Inclusion and Gender Equality, International Center for Research on Women, Equimundo, the Commonwealth Secretariat and UEA UNESCO Chair core members. The Consortium was successful in applying for GPE-KIX funding for a 3-year applied research programme (April 2024 – April 2027) to investigate factors affecting boys’ disengagement form education in key GPE countries, develop a gender-transformative intervention model and training packages and evaluate their implementation and scaling in Cambodia, Malawi and Lesotho (see section 1). UNESCO, UEA, led by UNESCO Co-chair Catherine Jere, and Equimundo manage the project, working closely with policy makers in key government Ministries in the target countries, as well as curriculum developers, educators and civil society. The project aims to scale the developed model through direct work with government Ministries by building capacity of staff and supporting the development of gender transformative teaching and learning materials, including those that address harmful masculine gender norms. In November 2024, at a research workshop held in Zomba, Malawi and hosted by the UC research partner Centre for Social Research, UNESCO Chair members presented findings from an initial scoping study and engaged directly with Malawi government officials - including the Secretary of Education - and national and international NGOs, several of whom joined the Advisory Committee for the GPE KIX project. 
In another GPE-funded programme, Education Out Loud (EOL), UNESCO Chair members joined a successful bid by the UK’s National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER) to become one of the programme’s Global Learning Partners (GLP) supporting grantees to build capacity in advocacy and policy engagement. Following the completion of the inception phase, UC members Naeim Maleki, Suresh Gautam and Turuwark Wakineh will be supporting learning events with grantees; Catherine Jere is Senior Advisory Expert for the GLP.
In Nepal, the UNESCO Co-Chair and co-ordinator have continued collaboration with UNESCO Kathmandu.  Sushan Acharya (UEA UNESCO Co-Chair in Nepal) has been providing technical support to CEHRD (Center for Education and Human Resources Development) and UNESCO Kathmandu office on nonformal education (NFE) curriculum related work. She conducted an overall review of the NFE and Lifelong Education National Framework with a specific focus on the mainstreaming of gender equality and social inclusion. Kamal Raj Devkota, UNESCO Chair coordinator has been appointed as an expert in the project ‘Integrating Transversal Competencies in Teaching and Learning in Nepal’. This project is being implemented by MoEST's (Ministry of Education, Science and Technology) Development Assistance Coordination Section in collaboration with UNESCO Kathmandu.
In Ethiopia, BDU UNESCO Chair team members and almost all of the Adult Education and Community Development department members at BDU, as well as Hawassa and Addis Ababa Universities, took part in the preparation of modules for post-literacy adult basic skills training. The module preparation was completed. The Ministry of Education has distributed the soft copies of the modules for the different regions of the country, which will be customised as per their context and translated to the languages in their specific regions. Due to shortage of budget, these modules have not yet been duplicated, translated, and implemented.
A national organisation for researchers and professionals in the area of adult literacy has been established in Ethiopia by the Bahir Dar UNESCO Chair team, as an outcome of the gathering of Adult Literacy and Learning professionals at the GRTA family literacy project. However, due to the security situation in the region, and in some parts of the country, the association is currently unable to engage in any significant activity.
In the Philippines, the participatory methods developed through ‘Empowering Communities’ project are now being integrated into the UST Faculty of Medicine’s community medicine courses and evaluation criteria. The project PAR strategies are still being shared with barangays and other non-government agencies and the teams are exploring ways to develop this approach further at community level.
Postgraduate research on adult literacy and learning 
We are delighted that during this period four UEA PhD students working with the UNESCO Chair team successfully passed their doctorates:
· Abass Isiaka, This Space is Not Built for People Like Us: An Institutional Ethnography of the Everyday Work of Students with Disabilities in the Nigerian Higher Education
· Qingru Wang, ​​Exploring the relationship between middle-class schooling anxiety and motherhood in Shanghai, China 
· Lauren Bouttell, Education in precarious circumstances: Learning, adaptability and resistance in UK refugee organisations
· Abigail Martinez Renteria (UEA UNESCO Chair PhD scholar), Adult educators' professional learning and development for sustainable development through Education for Sustainable Development online learning networks. 
[bookmark: _Hlk195598892]Congratulations to Tribhuvan University CERID UNESCO Chair colleague, Dr. Sudha Ghimire (also Research Associate on the ‘Empowering Communities’ project) who successfully passed her PhD on ‘Transformative learning among adolescent students through skills-based health education: Participatory Action Research’.
PGR members of the UNESCO Chair programme at UEA participated in the Empowering Change: Bridging Economics, Climate, and Justice Seminar Series organised by She Leads Climate Action and CHASE Climate Justice Network. In June 2024, Taibat Hussain moderated a panel on ‘Intersectional Solutions: Climate Justice, Ecofeminism, and Burden,’ with Abigail Martinez Renteria as an invited speaker.
Abigail Martinez Renteria, also presented her PhD research ‘Navigating Sustainability: exploring Discourses, identities and online learning networks in Latin American Activism’ at the Tyndall Seminar Series (2024) and a Global Environmental Justice Seminar (2025) held at UEA.
Taibat Hussain more recently attended the AI Action Summit in Paris in February, 2025, where she presented the award-winning HerSafeSpace Project—featuring an AI WhatsApp chatbot, a digital literacy initiative, and a male allyship program in collaboration with a local partner in Nigeria.
Rohullah Hakimi made two presentations on education and Afghanistan, with a community of practice among diaspora in the UK and Europe:
· Redefining Education: Women’s Role and Participation in Afghanistan's CBE Localisation Agenda and Practice. At the conference “Afghanistan: Continuity and the Persistence of Tradition, Culture and Identity”, The Institute of Ismaili Studies, November 2024.
· Localisation at a Cost: The Consequences of Excluding Women in Education Localisation Efforts at the conference "Human Rights in Afghanistan: Exploring New Topics and Addressing Persistent Challenges", Raoul Wallenberg Institute, Istanbul, 2024
Hodges Zacharia attended and presented his initial research findings at the Educational Research Association of Zambia Annual International Conference in Zambia and at the GPE-KIX research workshop in Malawi, both in November 2024. His presentation, ‘Boys speak up’ explored boys' disengagement from education in Malawi’s Dedza and Mangochi districts. 
Naeim Maleki has secured faculty funding for a Developing Research Culture Research Forum at UEA in cooperation with UC and UoS (University of Sanctuary) for Refugee Week (16th June, 2025).
We would like to thank our dynamic group of PGR students who have continued to make a huge contribution to running webinars, seminars, editing the newsletter and organising events. Without this incredible support, we would be unable to run as many activities or connect with such diverse audiences.
Training and capacity building
A UNESCO Chair participatory research workshop/training (based on previously ESRC-funded UEA Advanced Doctoral Training programme) was successfully held in UST, Manila as part of the 2024 UNESCO Chair Day. A one-day UNESCO Chair PAR workshop will be held in Kathmandu for Early Career Researchers on 29th April, following the review group meeting day. An adapted version of this training was used to build capacity among researchers at the Centre for Social Research in January 2025, to support their work with the GPE-KIX project on boys’ disengagement. Senior, junior staff and research interns participated.  Funding possibilities to develop and publish a guidance note and toolkit for workshops are being explored. 
A UEA team has applied for SENSS (South and East Network for Social Sciences) funding to hold a day-long Doctoral training workshop at UEA in November 2025, to be facilitated by UEA staff Catherine Jere and Esther Priyadharshini and previous participants of earlier workshops, both UC members: Chris Millora and Hodges Zacharia. 
In March 2025, UEA UC faculty member Ben Jones facilitated a two-day workshop hosted by Busara and UEA in Nairobi, Kenya promoting ‘citizen ethnography’ as a research method for NGOs, third sector organisations and think tanks.  Citizen ethnography was promoted as a means of working with non-academics in gathering, analysing and writing up ethnographic work. The workshop forms part of a British Academy funded ODA International Interdisciplinary Research Project ‘Enumerating development: how interdisciplinary perspectives on the treatment of research officers can improve data for social transformation.’ Ben invites UNESCO Chair partners interested in this approach to contact him for possible future events and collaboration.  
Events and seminars
The UEA UNESCO Chair team of staff and students continue to host the long-standing Education and Development (EDU/DEV) Public Seminar series in both online and hybrid form. Students play a vital role in engaging with potential speakers, developing publicity and providing support for individual seminars: as chairs, respondents, moderators and giving technical support. Staff members Hannah Hoechner and Esther Priyadharshini oversaw the development and organisation of this year’s programme (see appendix for full list of seminars and speakers). 
In March 2025, to celebrate International Women’s Day, Nitya Rao, a core member of the UEA UNESCO Chair team, gave the UEA Lasdun Lecture, ‘Accelerating Action towards Gender Justice for Climate and Food’ at UEA. She explored how gender plays out through all aspects of the food we produce, access, buy and eat and shapes nearly every moment of everyday life and highlighted action to promote gender justice to transform and solve these issues in our personal and professional lives.
On the theme of women’s empowerment, our Chair Professor Anna Robinson-Pant gave a public seminar with the Centre of International Education (CIE) and the Centre for Cultures of Reproduction, Technologies and Health (CORTH), at the University of Sussex in March, 2025, titled Women’s Empowerment: A Question of Education?  
Yann Lebeau and Abass Isiaka presented at the Centre for Global Higher Education Conference (CGHE) conference on ‘Global Rupture? Geopolitics, Policy Repair and the Reimagining of Higher Education’ at the University of Oxford April, 2025. They shared insights from their BAICE Seedcorn Project on a panel addressing contemporary challenges of higher education (HE) from the perspective of the relationship between the process of expansion and the international dimension of HE systems. 
UEA UNESCO Chair core member Harry Dyer has been closely involved with the Social Media and Society, which held its conference in London July 2024 and he is lead organiser for the next conference in Glasgow in 2026. He will be working with UEA colleagues and UC research partners to develop a presence at this conference, potentially exploring digital literacies across various international contexts.
In October, 20204, Esther Priyadharshini, UEA UNESCO Chair faculty member, participated in a panel discussion for the inaugural UKFIET Chair's event in London. The event's focus was on knowledge production/generation in educational research and its current biases. Esther's presentation focused on inequalities in how knowledge was recognised and disseminated.

Ben Jones and Sarah Amongin co-presented a paper ‘On the possibilities of Citizen Ethnography’ at the Association of Social Anthropologists (UK) conference in Birmingham, April 2025.  Sarah is a citizen ethnographer, whose day job is as a market trader in eastern Uganda. 

Hannah Hoechner presented her research at the Children & Childhoods conference, University of Suffolk in July 2024, ‘“You know, young people, they like challenging issues”: Exploring the intergenerational dynamics underpinning and unleashed by northeast Nigeria’s Boko Haram conflict’.
As part of the GPE-KIX research activities, UEA UNESCO Chair staff and students facilitated a one-day workshop with key stakeholders in London (August 2024), using the World Café format to discuss the benefits and challenges of gender-transformative interventions in schools, and facilitated strategising for scaling up effective innovation. In December 2024, Catherine Jere and Victoria Cann presented findings of the GPE-KIX scoping study research at the Boys Impact conference held at UEA.
The British Association for International and Comparative Education (BAICE) 2024 Conference at the University Sussex offered a fantastic opportunity for UEA UNESCO Chair members - many of whom are current and former PhD candidates at UEA – to showcase their research:
· Chris Millora, (Re)bordering youth activism and learning in response to crises: a photovoice project in the Philippines.
· Hannah Hoechner, with Yagana Bukar, Exploring the nexus between faith-based education and violent conflict: Islamic education and northeast Nigeria’s Boko Haram crisis.
· Rohullah Hakimi, Sustaining Localisation Efforts in Community-Based Education (CBE) in Afghanistan: The Role of International and Local NGOs.
· John Zimba, Literacies and Coping Strategies in the post-Covid-19 Pandemic: Experiences of Rural Women in Zambia.
· Helene Binesse with colleagues from the REAL Centre, University of Cambridge: The impacts and inequalities of donor-driven agendas on early learning research in Sub-Saharan Africa: an overlooked crisis? 
· Abass Isiaka, Theresa Frey and Professor Yann Lebeau: Who decides on refugees’ access to HE? Article VII and the UNESCO Qualifications Passport in the movement for inclusive internationalisation, and Towards sustainable internationalisation? The UNESCO Global Convention as statement for fair access and inclusive mobility in HE.
· Lauren Bouttell: Facilitating learning under conditions of precarity: resistance and adaptability in UK refugee organisations.
Strengthening links with UNESCO and other key organisations
In September 2024, Ahmmardouh Mjaya was invited to attend the International Literacy Day celebration organised by UNESCO in Cameroon as one of the panellists. The conference, which was held under the theme Promoting multilingual education: Literacy for mutual understanding and peace, ran from 9th to 10th September 2024 in Yaoundé. Due to some logistical travel challenges, Ahmmardouh participated in the discussions virtually. 

During the same year, Ahmmardouh Mjaya, Abiy Menkir Gizaw, Catherine Jere and Tizita Lemma attended the UNESCO Chairs forum on Transforming Knowledge for Africa's Future which was held in Addis Ababa under the patronage of the President of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. The forum ran from 30th September to 2nd October 2024. 

Mari Yasunaga has continued to provide timely support and information, as our key contact in UNESCO HQ. The UEA UNESCO Chair team has  also liaised closely with Rakhat Zholdoshalieva and her team at the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong Learning, particularly in relation to finalising case studies for LitBase and the UIL handbook on family learning. Angela Owusu Boampong recently met with the Chair to discuss possible collaboration in the area of CLC (Community Learning Centres) and indigenous knowledge and experience sharing between SSA and S Asia. UEA UNESO Chair is also a member of GAL (Global Alliance for Literacy). In Nepal, a meeting was held in October 2024 with the UNESCO Country Representative and his team to discuss future collaboration.

The UEA UNESCO Chair has continued to receive excellent support from the UNESCO National Commission for the UK, including development of their website which profiles our UNESCO Chair:  https://unesco.org.uk/about/expert-network/chairs/adult-literacy-and-learning-for-social-transformation-at-university-of-east-anglia. Anna Robinson-Pant helps with the briefing for prospective UNESCO Chairs and/or reviewing applications on an annual basis.

The UNESCO Chair programme continues its membership of the British Association for Literacy in Development (BALID). In September 2024, Anna Robinson-Pant was appointed President of BALID and Naeim Maleki continues to serve on the BALID committee. BALID’s Informal Literacy Discussions (ILDs) have been running since 2011 and are led by literacy practitioners and academics on a range of current ‘hot topics’ in literacy. BALID offers a warm welcome to everyone – those who are new to the field of literacy as well as those with academic and field experience to join as either presenters or participants in these interactive events. The upcoming ILDs for 2025 are:
· ‘Driving Transformation: Mother’s Union Using Literacy as a Vehicle for Change’, 30th April 2025 (14:00~17:00 UK time), Mother’s Union, London and Online
· ‘The role of faith literacies and identities in times of crises’, 16th June 2025, Online and in collaboration with Goldsmith University of London
· ‘Early Years Literacies’, (TBD), early autumn 2025, UEA, In collaboration with ROMLIT and UNESCO Chair
BALID welcomes any kind of contribution from UEA UNESCO Chair colleagues to their activities, whether through presenting ideas that align with their mission and vision or by hosting/co-hosting ILDs at the UEA/online. UNESCO Chair partners are also invited to propose ideas for an ILD.
Publications associated with the UEA UNESCO Chair and adult literacy/learning
 A further book in the Bloomsbury Academic series edited by Anna Robinson-Pant on Adult Learning, Literacy and Social Change was published and launched at a UNESCO Chair webinar: 
· Stephen Black (2024) Literacy in the Lives of Working-Class Adults in Australia: Dominant versus Local Voices, London: Bloomsbury
Abigail Renteria Martinez was respondent at the launch and published a review of the book in
Compare: A Journal of Comparative and International Education. doi:10.1080/03057925.2024.2345510
Two books are in press at the moment and will be published later this year:
· Chris Millora Volunteerism, Adult Learning, Literacies and Social Change: A Comparative Ethnographic Study in the Philippines. 
· Cathy Kell and Anna Robinson-Pant (edited volume) Theory and Practice in Adult Literacy, Learning and Social Change: Theoretical Insights and Case Studies from Around the World

This Bloomsbury series of books provides an important way of sharing our UNESCO Chair ethnographic research and methodological innovation in adult literacy and learning with a wider audience. Please get in touch with Anna if you have ideas for future books.

Catherine Jere and Anna Robinson-Pant have contributed a chapter on Participatory Action Research in The Bloomsbury Handbook of Method in Comparative and International Education (ed. M. Thomas, t.d. jules, M. Schweisfurth, R. Shields).  This chapter emerged from collaboration on the PAR workshops hosted by UNESCO Chair in the UK, Nepal and the Philippines.

In April 2025 there was a UIL webinar and book launch for the forthcoming book Family and intergenerational literacy and learning: International perspectives. Chris Millora (former UEA UNESCO Chair for Adult Literacy and Learning Scholarship holder) presented behalf of our UNESCO Chair team. There are two chapters in this handbook, based on our UNESCO Chair Family Literacy project, one by Kamal Raj Devkota, Sushan Acharya and Anuprita Shukla, and the other by Sheila Aikman, Helene Binesse, Chris Millora, and Anna Robinson-Pant.
The UNESCO Chair team continue to explore ethnography in a policy/practice context. Chris Millora and Anna Robinson-Pant have a chapter in press, Ethnography and international educational policy/practice: an uneasy fit? In Encyclopaedia, Handbook of Ethnography in and of Education (ed. Judith Green), Edward Elgar. Ahmmardouh Mjaya has been invited to contribute to the proposed methodological book whose provisional title is Research Methods in Literacy Studies. The book is to be edited by Uta Papen (UNESCO Chair Review Group member) and Julia Gillen and published by Routledge.
An edited collection Society, Politics, and Education in Uncertain Times: Rethinking Citizenship and Belonging in International Contexts, to be published with Routledge in November 2025, includes contributions from UEA UNESCO Chair team members Harry Dyer (Editor), Chris Millora, and Spyros Themelis. The book explores and develops key concepts of citizenship in education drawing on international examples and theories. 

III. FUTURE PLANS AND ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AT THE REVIEW GROUP MEETING
Follow-up on previous review group meeting
In our renewal application and the last review group meeting, we discussed the proposed new UNESCO Chair partners: Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology (KNUST), Ghana, and Universidad Estadual do Ceara (UECE), Brazil. KNUST have since hosted writing workshops facilitated by UNESCO Chair members as part of a British Academy project. Sypros Themelis has been liaising with both potential partners and will update us on developments at the review group meeting. A major consideration will be the time required to establish a new partnership, given current resource constraints at UEA and the Chair’s Emeritus status.
UEA and partner institutions have continued to face problems in updating their UNESCO Chair websites, due to limited administrative support. This is a major issue that needs to be addressed over the coming year, particularly in relation to UEA’s UNESCO Chair website. Other opportunities for improving the visibility of the UNESCO Chair and its activities also need to be explored – social media accounts, such as LinkedIn and Instagram are not being used to their full potential.
Means to improve communication and sharing of resources between UC partners would help strengthen the new UC organisational structure – consideration could be given to a shared platform, such Teams or Sharepoint, with access to all partner institutions. Challenges with internet access and bandwidth do remain an issue for some partners. 
At present, we do not have any externally-funded UNESCO Chair collaborative projects which could provide resources for team meetings and activities (as we had with the GRTA family literacy project). This is a major challenge in the current funding climate and we need to identify new opportunities to work across countries and continents. UNESCO Chair teams have also reported difficulties around facilitating research on a team basis, as opposed to individual projects. 
The UEA UNESCO Chair has had a significant impact in terms of methodological contributions – particularly in terms of developing PAR and World Café approaches to facilitating discussion and constructing knowledge across diverse communities. The ‘spin-off’ from our impact activities with universities, NGOs, Government departments and community organisations has been noted in terms of more participatory ways of engaging in discussion. As well as our PAR workshops/UNESCO Chair Days, we could look further at ways to document and develop our participatory approaches, through handbooks and online resources. 
Future plans
Research
Hannah Hoechner is leading in the preparation of a BAICE seed corn funding application and potential future ESRC application, working with UC partners on the proposal ‘Exploring the nexus between decolonising and decarbonising research in the field of comparative and international education’. She is also looking for funding opportunities for the development and dissemination of ‘Critical Carbon Literacy’ training toolkits. 
Harry Dyer will work with interested UNESCO Chair partners to take forward methodological innovations around digital literacies outlined in his forthcoming textbook through workshops.
The BDU Team is still interested in the parenting research proposed and discussed last year. The UNESCO Chair team at BDU has added new members from Psychology, Social Work and Gender departments and they are ready to move forward with any UC partner interested in working in this area.

Writing and publication
Nitya Rao is leading the publication of a Gender and Development Handbook and Conference (June 19th – 20th, 2025), with chapter contributions from Catherine Jere, Lauren Bouttell, Turuwark Warkineh, Anna Robinson-Pant and Helene Binesse. The conference is related to the development of the Gender and Development Handbook: Critical engagements with gender and social justice, edited by Nitya Rao, Jasmine Gideon, Ulrike Theuerkauf and Shannon Philip. 
Esther Priyadharshini and Harry Dyer are planning to submit a think-piece to UNESCO, in response to their recent call on 'AI and the Future of Education'.
[bookmark: _Hlk122679062]Following a forum facilitated at CERID last year, Anna is working with Kamal Devkota and CERID colleagues to produce a book on the Seti Project in Nepal, a pioneering Ministry of Education/UNESCO/UNDP/UNICEF education for rural development project in the 1980s. This is part of an initiative to develop digital books for teachers and educationalist based on oral histories to document people’s experiences of seminar educational and adult literacy projects in Nepal. 
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APPENDIX
The 2024/25 UNESCO Chair seminar programme (hybrid and online) is as follows:
· 17th Oct 2024: Hannah Hoechner, Yagana Bukar, Ali Galadima & Sadisu Salisu: “Culprits, victims, scapegoats? Exploring the nexus between Qur'anic schools and the Boko Haram insurgency in northeast Nigeria.”
· 21st Nov 2024: Chimwemwe Manyozo, Malawi University of Science and Technology (MUST) and University of Oxford: “Navigating Mentoring Relationships in Refugee Camps: Insights from the Naweza Mentoring Program at Dzaleka Refugee Camp, Malawi”
· 6th March 2025: Maha Shuayb, University of Cambridge & Centre for Lebanese Studies: “The landscape of refugee education research: Unsettling the Ontology and Epistemology of a Nascent Field”
· 28th April 2025: Sandra El Gemayel, UEA: “Play, liminality and culture among forcibly displaced children in Lebanon”
· 15th May 2025: UNESCO Chair PGR Forum “Positionality in research”
· 16th June 2025: University of Sanctuary & UNESCO Chair: Refugee Week Research Forum
Please contact Hannah Hoechner at UEA for details of upcoming events (H.Hoechner@uea.ac.uk).

2

