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Around 300,000 older people currently reside in care homes in England. The care home sector, characterised by various organisational designs and structures and involving group-living, and care provision, presents unique challenges in implementing effective infection control measures (ICMs).
Despite the impact of infectious outbreaks, such as COVID-19, on the wellbeing of staff, residents, and their family and friends, there is limited research on the effects, highlighting the need for further investigation. 
This presentation shares the findings of a proof-of-concept study which aimed to evaluate the potential of the Adult Social Care Outcomes Toolkit (ASCOT) to assess resident quality of life in supporting health protection practices during infectious outbreaks in care homes.  
Employing a case-study approach, the evaluation encompassed three key components: 1) an incident analysis of 3-4 infectious disease outbreaks in Kent and Norfolk; 2) mapping incident findings to ASCOT and exploring how ASCOT could, theoretically, have assessed resident wellbeing and how it could have been used in support of residents’ wellbeing, through interviews with care home managers; and 3) presenting several scenarios illustrating how ASCOT can be used in planning and evaluation, drawing insights from current guidance, documents, and consultations with UK Health Security Agency and Health Protection Teams. 
The presentation will conclude with a discussion of recommendations for future research and how, in particular, older adult care homes, can use quality of life measures such as ASCOT to gain a deeper understanding of the impact of infectious hazards and outbreaks on resident wellbeing and quality of care.

