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Glossary

Carbon

Substance found in all living in 
things and in the gas carbon 
dioxide

Decay

Break down or rot

Fertile

Suitable for things to grow

Insect

Small creature with six legs and a 
body with three parts

Invertebrate

Animal without a backbone

Microbe

Tiny living thing that can usually 
only be seen with a microscope

Nutrient

Substance that a living thing 
needs to grow

Organic

Living or once living, and 
containing carbon

Plant

A living thing that grows in soil 
and has a stem, leaves and roots

Root

Part of a plant that takes in 
nutrients and water

Topsoil

Top layer of soil

Worm

An invertebrate with a long soft 
body and no limbs.

Glossary adapted from RHS publication: Stroud, J, and Redmile-Gordon, M., 2021. Under your feet: soil, sand, 
and everything underground. Dorling Kindersley Lt, London. pp64. 


