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Welcome to Issue 20 of HUM Research Bulletin where we celebrate and mark our varied research achievements and activities. It is edited by 

Louise Malone, Faculty Research Administrator, and items for inclusion should be sent to HUM.research@uea.ac.uk. 
For updates of HUM research activities and successes between editions follow @HUM_ResearchUEA on Twitter 

 

Awards and Activities  
 

East Anglian Film Archive (EAFA) - Spotlight on Research 
The East Anglian Film Archive (EAFA), owned and operated by UEA is an accredited regional film 
archive, where Research is an important part of their work and they are always happy to hear from 
colleagues about future research proposals. Please contact EAFA’s Academic Director Dr Nick Warr 
or EAFA’s Archive Manager Angela Graham to discuss any ideas. 
Some of EAFA’s highlights in supporting UEA Research include: 

• The international research project 'International Amateur Cinema Between the Wars, 1919-
39' funded by Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (Canada). UEA’s co -
investigator was Keith Johnston and Senior Research Associate was Paul Frith and one of 
the project’s outputs included film screenings at Pordenone Film Festival, the London Silent 
Film Festival and the Hippfest Silent Film Festival. 

• Working on the AHRC funded research project ‘Fast Forwarding Video Digitisation’.  EAFA 
partnered with the BBC, and news stories from the 1990s were used in EAFA’s 2022 Mash 
up film making competition. Further output will include the inclusion of some of the newly 
digitised material being added to the BBC centenary website Rewind Introducing Rewind - 
BBC Archive. 

• Working with Professor John Gordon in EDU on a National Archives funded ‘Digital Testbed’ 
project which focuses on how archive film can be used by teachers.  

• And a current project is ‘The Invisible Women – Developing a Feminist Approach to Film 
Archive Metadata and Cataloguing’ which is a research project funded by AHRC and 
involves co -investigators from the University of Maynooth and the University of Sussex and 
Keith Johnston, Lorna Richardson, Melanie Williams with Senior Research Associate Paul 
Frith at UEA.  

• Hosted three fellows as part of the UEA Archives and Collections Visiting Fellowship scheme 
which provides a bursary for visiting academics to spend four weeks researching a university 
collection. Fellowships have included, ‘Feminism in Women’s Amateur Filmmaking (1934-
1986)’; ‘Watching Women’s Work: Representations of Women’s Labour in the Amateur Film 
Archive’ and  ‘EAFA and the Natural World’.  

New experimental philosophy project led by Eugen Fischer 
Eugen Fischer (PPL) together with Edouard Machery (University of Pittsburgh), has been awarded a 
two-year project by the John Templeton Foundation. The project, "Philosophical Traditions and 
Epistemic Virtues", begins an ambitious new line of cross-cultural research: It empirically examines 
the influence of philosophical education on the development of four intellectual virtues (wisdom, 
intellectual humility, curiosity, and reflectiveness). More specifically, it studies how engagement with 
four different philosophical traditions (analytic, Buddhist, Confucian, and Thomist philosophy) 
influences the development of these virtues, in four different cultural contexts (East Asia, South Asia, 
UK, US). This two-year project will bring a post-doc to PPL and has been awarded for the express 
purpose of building the conceptual tools and research infrastructure for a longer-term multi-million 
dollar project. This is an exciting development for the UEA Experimental Philosophy Group and 
philosophy, psychology, area studies, and education at UEA! 
 

BA Success for Timothy Anderson (LDC)  
Congratulations to Timothy Anderson, who has taken up his post as a British Academy Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow. His project is entitled ‘Here Once Did Sound Sweet Words’: Alliterative Innovation 
in Poetry and Poetics of the Long Nineteenth Century. One of the first poetic features which students 
learn to identify is alliteration, but its history is surprisingly complex, prompting questions about 
national identity, class and race, as well as the forms and aims of poetry. Lauded by nineteenth-
century antiquarian scholars as a surviving link with ancient oral culture, it became a key device in 
attempts to preserve and restore the English language, notably in the English purist and elocutionary 
movements. Alliteration also became associated with challenging verse and radical politics and this 
project, through extensive archival research and intensive analysis of the anglophone corpus, will 
draw readers into estranging encounters with alliteration, reviving appreciation and renewing literary 
scholarship, and producing the first concerted critical history of alliteration in the long nineteenth 
century. 

 
2023 BBC National Short Story Award Winner - Naomi Wood (LDC) 
Congratulations to LDC’s Naomi Wood, winner of the 2023 BBC National Short Story Award. Listen 
here to her winning story Comorbidities, read by actor Charlotte Ritchie. 
 

Best Play Revival Nomination – Steve Waters (LDC) 
Steve Waters’ Sheffield Crucible revival of  The Contingency Plan, was nominated for best play revival 
2023 by Whatsonstage, with Peter Forbes, one the actors as best performer. UK Theatre Awards 
nominations announced (whatsonstage.com)   

 
Annual Adventures in Research Funding Awards 2023: 
Anuradha Sajjanhar (PPL) 
The project Policy by Algorithm: AImplications for Policy Formulation, Implementation, and 
Democratic Governance aims to investigate the role of artificial intelligence (AI) in the policy-making 
landscape, with a focus on its impact on policy formation, implementation, and decision-making. AI 
algorithms have the ability to analyse vast amounts of data and use predictive modelling to forecast 
potential outcomes of different policy choices, allowing policymakers to assess the likely impact of 
proposed policies. Yet, at the same time, AI systems often rely on historical data to learn and make 
predictions. If this data contains biases or reflects existing societal inequalities, the AI system may 
perpetuate or amplify these biases. If these decisions are concentrated among a small group of elites, 
it can amplify their influence in policy domains, determining the goals, priorities, and ethical 
considerations embedded in AI algorithms. This opacity can erode democratic trust and hinder 
accountability, further insulating processes of policy deliberation to small networks of powerful elites. 

 
Dimitra Lazaridou Chatzigoga (PPL) 
All languages are thought to have ways to express generalisations over individuals and/or events 
like ‘Tigers have stripes’ or ‘Hector cycles to nursery’. Such expressions, termed ‘generics’, have 
been claimed to be cognitive ‘defaults’ in children and adults, yet they are not as well-understood 
across human languages as other linguistic forms. While much is known about generic expressions 
in English and a few closely related languages, a significant limitation to qualitative and quantitative 
research on generics is the lack of wide-ranging typological investigation that systematically 
examines their different forms.  Growing out of Dimitra’s research on generics both from a 
theoretical and an experimental perspective (see here), investigating generics across a wider range 
of languages has become the focus of her current research. In this pilot project, Dimitra will study 
generics across 6 different languages in order to lay the foundations for the first systematic 
descriptive characterisation of generics both within and across language families. Collaborating 
with Matt Husband (University of Oxford), Linnaea Stockall (Queen Mary University of London) 

 
News-in-brief 
 

New books and articles by HUM 

colleagues include:  

 
Penning Poison: A history of 
anonymous letters by Emily Cockayne 
(HIS) Oxford University Press 2023 
 
American Horror Story and Cult 
Television by Richard Hand (LDC) and 
Mark O'Thomas (2023) Anthem Press 

  

 

Recent Faculty Awards  
 

Small Award funding has recently been 

awarded to  Will Rossiter (LDC), Lorna 

Richardson (AMA), Olga Solvenko 

(AMA), Kaetan Mistry (AMA), Susan 

Hodgett (AMA), Matthias Neumann 

(HIS), Alison Donnell (LDC), David 

Nowell Smith (LDC), Benjamin Jones 

(HIS), Jessica Valdez (LDC), Nicholas 

Grant (HIS) and Kate Mattocks (PPL); a 

Research Training to Richard Mills 

(HIS), Kate Mattocks (PPL); a 

Publication Fund to William Rossiter 

(LDC), Ed Kcarma (AMA), David Gilks 

(HIS), Rachel Potter (LDC), Matthew 

Taunton (LDC) and Mark Thompson 

(HIS). 

 

Annual Adventures in Research  
Funding for 2024//25 has recently 

been awarded to Dimitra Lazaridou 

Chatzigoga (PPL) and Anuradha 

Sajjanhar (PPL). 

 

 

Faculty Awards and Funding 

2023/24 
The following funding schemes are 

open for applications in 2023/24:  

 

Small Awards Scheme 
Designed to support a broad range of 
research activities. The maximum 
award is £500. Colleagues are eligible 
to apply once per academic year 
 

Publications Fund 
Supports expenses associated with 
producing high quality publications. The 
maximum award is £1000.Applicants 
are eligible to apply once per academic 
year. 
 

 
Research Training ‘Fund 
A fund to support colleagues’ 
development of key research skills. The 
maximum award is £1000. Applicants 
are eligible to apply once per academic 
year. 
 

Childcare Conference Support 
Fund 
This fund assists colleagues who are 
caregivers of dependent children 
undertaking essential fieldwork, 
research trips, or presenting research at 
conferences. The maximum award is 
£500. Applicants are eligible to apply 
once per academic year. 
 

Annual Adventures in Research  
This scheme, which runs only once 
per year, is to support Early Career 
Researchers in developing innovative 
and distinctive research programmes. 
The maximum award is typically £1500. 
The deadline for 2024 applications is 
Friday 13th December 2024.  
 

For full details on all schemes 
and how to apply: 
Faculty Support (uea.ac.uk)  
Applications are considered by the 
Faculty Awards Committee and the 
deadlines for applications are:  
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and Suzi Lima (University of Toronto) to construct the ‘Generics Toolkit’, she has produced a newly 
developed questionnaire alongside instructions for its use. This project will recruit linguist 
consultants who will complete the toolkit in their language of expertise, and the data will provide 
evidence concerning four hypothesized language universals on generics. At the end of this pilot 
project, we will be closer to understanding how we express generalisations across languages. More 
info about the project can be found here.  
 

Anne Haour (SRU) elected to Council of the British Academy 
Anne Haour, SRU, has been elected a member of Council and Trustee of the British Academy. 
Council is the overarching governing body of the British Academy, and it is made up of the President, 
the Vice-Presidents, and 15 Ordinary Members. Anne becomes one of five Fellows to serve a three-
year term as Ordinary Member. She will thereby be involved in decision making and setting the 
strategic direction of the Academy and all its activity, across all of the Academy’s sections, spanning 
the arts, humanities and social sciences.  
 

Pilot UEA Summer Training School 2023: Building Heritage Capacity in the 
Maldives  
Anne Haour (SRU) designed and hosted a Summer School in July 2023, aiming to identify and grow 
potential future leaders in the field of Heritage and Archaeology in the Indian Ocean nation of the 
Maldives, where she has conducted research since 2013. With funding from UEA’s Arts and 
Humanities Research Council Impact Accelerator Account and Pro Vice-Chancellor’s Impact Rapid 
Response Fund, and from the Maldives Department of Heritage, three trainees from the Maldives 
took part in a 26-day training programme. A week was devoted to classroom-based sessions at UEA, 
where trainees were given an overview of past work in Maldivian archaeology, and training in handling 
and documenting finds. Following this, they spent two weeks at the archaeological site of Warham 
Camp, an Iron Age fort located near Wells-by-the-Sea, under the guidance of excavation director 
Andy Hutcheson (SISJAC). They received training in archaeological excavations, on maintaining 
sections and levels and identifying features, and finds processing.  In addition to hands-on activities, 
they benefited from bespoke lectures that provided insights into the challenges facing the Maldives 
and other island nations. These included talks on climate change challenges in the Maldives and 
potential engineering solutions (Robert Nicholls, Tyndall Centre), youth heritage traineeships in Small 
Island Developing States (Karen Jacobs, SRU), and the power of art in conveying the urgency of 
climate issues (Ken Paranada, SCVA). The Summer School concluded with bespoke sessions with 
colleagues from Cambridge and the British Museum. 

 

UEA-based Newton International Fellow granted a prestigious ERC Starting 
Grant to be based at Cambridge 
Dr Abigail Moffett has been awarded a prestigious ERC Starting Grant to be held at the University of 
Cambridge, following on from her current fellowship at the Sainsbury Research Unit for the Arts of 
Africa, Oceania and the Americas (SRU). Dr Moffett joined SRU 3.5 years ago, relocating from the 
University of Cape Town, South Africa, to take up a British Academy Newton International Fellowship 
working with Anne Haour on a project exploring the trade and use of an iconic early global commodity, 
the cowrie shell, across the African continent. Dr Moffett will now take her research themes, around 
questions of power, craft, exchange, gender, labour, and identity, to the next level with her Cambridge-
based, ERC funded, project, ‘Entangled materialities and new global histories from southern Africa’. 
This will examine global interactions from the coastal regions of southern Africa in the period 500-
1500CE. Framed by the notion of entanglement, her five-year project will use cutting-edge scientific 
analyses of archaeological materials and conduct historical and ethnographic research aimed at 
uncovering ontologies of exchange, assessing the agency of coastal communities, and repositioning 
southern Africa in global history. 

 

Bringing Women Filmmakers into Focus and Empowering Archivists – Keith 
Johnston (AMA) 
Women’s filmmaking labour has been historically underrepresented and unacknowledged: not only in 
the film industry but also in the world of film and media archives. For over two years, the UEA research 
project, ‘Women in Focus: Developing a Feminist Approach to Film Archive Metadata and 
Cataloguing’ has uncovered concrete evidence of the underlying issues and processes that prevent 
more women filmmakers being visible within film archive cataloguing practices. In that time, the team 
has analysed over six thousand archive catalogue records in the UK and Ireland, improved key 
metadata descriptions across three archive sites, digitised fifty new short films featuring women 
filmmakers, created new biographies for some of those filmmakers and developed an archive toolkit 
that targets five key approaches archives can take to improve the effectiveness of their metadata. The 
team is led by Keith M. Johnston AMA (and including Lorna Richardson AMA, Melanie Williams AMA, 
Angela Graham EAFA and Sean Kelly from EAFA), with colleagues at Maynooth University and the 
University of Sussex.  The team has also secured almost £150k of Follow-On funding from the ARHC 
for the next phase of the project: ‘Empowering Archivists: Applying New Tools and Approaches 
for Better Representation of Women in Audio-Visual Collections’. Over the next 12 months, the 
team will apply its toolkit in practice, delivering bespoke training while working alongside archivists in 
six regional and national film and media archives to enhance their approach to record creation for 
women filmmakers. 
 

Theatre, Politics and the State of Speech – Alan Finlayson (PPL) 
Alan Finlayson (PPL) took part in three live events - alongside speechwriters, activists, politicians and 
actors - exploring the condition of political rhetoric on England today. Funded by the AHRC, 
Arts Council England and Three Monks Trust the events are the culmination of ‘Speech Speech!’, 
a year-long follow-on funding project and a partnership between UEA, The University of 
Birmingham and Dash Arts, an Olivier-award winning international theatre company. In 2023 the 
project team toured the country, from Cornwall to Manchester, helping people to develop their 
rhetorical skills and to make their own political speeches: teenagers, students, activists, 
women's and men's groups, prisoners, people experiencing social disadvantage, 
homelessness, and mental health issues. Over two nights in Manchester and one in London, 
project participants delivered their speeches, and actors presented their interpretations of great 
rhetorical speeches from the past and present. Alan Finlayson and project partner Henriette van der 
Blom discussed the state of political speech with the classicist and cultural historian Edith Hall, 
former speechwriter to David Cameron, Jessica Cunniffe, Philip Collins, former chief 
speechwriter to Tony Blair, Shareefa Energy, poet and activist, deaf artist and stand-up 
comedian Rinkoo Barpaga, and Artistic Director of Dash Arts, Josephine Burton. The project 
led into 'Our Public House', a state-of-the-nation theatre production from Dash Arts inspired by 
the speeches and writing of our national participants, by the writer and director Jude Christian. 
Events took place at HOME in Manchester and at The Tabernacle, London, in November. Read 
more from Alan here: Across the UK, from prisons to classrooms, I asked people to make 
speeches – they put our politicians to shame 
 

Anti-Apartheid Teaching Resources Launched – Nicholas Grant (AMA) 
Nicholas Grant (AMA), working in collaboration with the Lilisleaf Trust UK and the Anti-Apartheid 
Movement Archives, has recently launched a series of teaching resources related to the history of the 
global anti-apartheid movement. Focusing on the roots of apartheid, the role of women in the anti-
apartheid struggle, and the experience of exile, these materials are targeted at students and teachers 
working at KS3-5 and are available here:  https://antiapartheidlegacy.org.uk/resources/educational-
resources/women-anti-apartheid-movement/ The materials are part of the development of a centre of 
memory and learning dedicated to the anti-apartheid struggle, which will be based at the ANC’s former 
London headquarters in Penton St. They were funded by the UEA Impact Fund and the UEA AHRC 
Impact Accelerator Fund. 
 

• Thursday 21 March 2024  

• Thursday 20 June 2024 
 

UEA Archives and Collections 
Visiting Fellowships 2024/25   
Later this year HUM will advertise the 
opportunity for external academic 
researchers to travel to UEA to make 
use of our archives and collections for 
innovative research in 2024/25. UEA’s 
unique and varied holdings consist of 
museum artefacts, art works, rare 
books and manuscripts, and archive 
collections including the East Anglian 
Film Archive, UEA Library Archives, 
Sainsbury Centre, and Sainsbury 
Research Unit. Attracting a bursary of 
£2,500 per each 4-week Fellowship 
(£2,000 living expenses and up to £500 
travel expenses), research applications 
can support traditional or practice 
research directly relating to the 
University’s collections. The next 
deadline for applications is 29/03/24.  
For full details:  Archives and 
Collections Visiting Fellowships  

 
HUM Impact Funding  
Applications of up to £4,000 are invited 
to support the development of Impact 
Case Studies during 2023/24. These 
awards are intended for urgent or small-
scale activities and are additional to the 
PVCRI Impact Funding where larger 
applications (up to £10,000) should be 
directed. For details see HUM Impact 
Funding  
 

Research Papers and Seminars 
For information on research papers and 
seminars taking place in the coming 
weeks across the Faculty, please visit 
the Research Seminar Series and 
Events 2023/24 programme 
We aim to keep this information as 
current and comprehensive as possible, 
so please do get in touch if any series 
or events are missing. 
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Successful National Institute of Health Research Bid – Su Holmes (AMA) 
“Developing practice and policy recommendations to support effective therapeutic alliance in inpatient 
treatment for eating disorders. ALLIANCE study” The Inpatient treatment for eating disorders (EDs) 
can be lifesaving, but it is also often unsuccessful, with drop out and disengagement as high as 60%. 
Upon entry into inpatient treatment patients are subjected to intense monitoring and denied privacy 
(so followed into the toilet, prevented from being alone), whilst punitive measures (no phone, or initial 
access to family) can also be implemented. Although such practices are often shaped by safety 
mandates, they also speak to particular constructions of the ‘ED patient’ as manipulative and 
untrustworthy. Within this context, it is not difficult to understand how collaborative relationships 
between staff and service users are difficult to achieve, and research points to a mutual distrust in this 
regard. ALLIANCE will bring service-users and health professionals together in seeking to explore 
some of the challenges and problems involved in developed trusting relationships and the implications 
of these for the development of therapeutic relationships. Taking place at two clinical sites (in Norwich 
and Leicester) and following qualitative research with both service-users and staff, the project will co-
produce an animation which explores the mechanisms underlying the construction of trust/distrust in 
these contexts. In creating an animation which can be used as a reflective training aid, the aim is to 
intervene in and critique what are presented as ‘everyday’ and normalised practices within ED 
treatment in the pursuit of more compassionate and ethical approaches.  

 
 
NOISE - Robert Carson (LDC) 
NOISE (New Opera In Scotland Events) has been awarded £11k for Research and Development by 
Creative Scotland, for 2024. Congratulations to Director Robert Carson. 
 

 
Women of Influence Project, Peru by Sarah Barrow (AMA) 
The Women of Influence | Mujeres Que Influyen project is based on the premise that while women 
play a fundamental role in food security, the preservation of biodiversity and ancestral knowledge, 
and the management and defence of Amazonian land and water, these contributions still often go 
unrecognized. (Ketty Marcelo, ONAMIAP, 2018) This interdisciplinary, international, participatory 
project has sought to emphasise the importance for indigenous, rural women to be supported to 
participate actively in their communities, including exercising control over access to resources and 
recognising the value of intergenerational knowledge, alongside decolonisation of approaches to 
research and recognising the value of diverse (marginalised) cultures in response to climate 
emergencies.  Working alongside a group of young indigenous women in the Peruvian Amazon, our 
partnership project asks why women remain largely excluded from community decision-making, 
seeking to understand more deeply the cultural and societal determinants that block them from roles 
of leadership and influence and seeking new forms of empowerment. We analyse the work that 
women undertake as community members and leaders, their ambitions, networks and spheres of 
influence in the context of conflict, risk and disaster.  The co-designed activities have resulted in a 
range of outputs (academic articles, participant-led short films and a collaborative manifesto) that 
continue to be presented to local/regional/national stakeholders, including government, civil and 
corporate representatives (in Peru and the UK primarily, as well as further afield including at COP28, 
Dubai), with the hope of demonstrating the value of young indigenous women to the fight against 
climate change. 

 
 

LDC at the Innovation and Impact Awards by James Wood (LDC) 
Claire Jowitt (LDC) has been named as the winner of the Vice Chancellor's Award for Outstanding 
achievement alongside her colleagues including Ben Redding for "Launching the Gloucester: A 
Norfolk Heritage Project with National and International Significance." This project brought the 
discovery of the wreck of the seventeenth-century warship the HMS Gloucester to the world's attention 
and led to the exhibition “The Last Voyage of the Gloucester, 1682: Norfolk’s Royal Shipwreck," which 
drew packed crowds to Norfolk Castle from February to September this year. Here is a link to a 
website giving more details on this project: https://www.gloucestershipwreck.co.uk/  
 
Jean McNeil (LDC) has been shortlisted in the category "Outstanding Cultural or Social Impact" in 
the awards for her leadership in the "International Chair of Creative Writing: Africa Year (2021-22)" 
project. As part of this project, LDC welcomed Tsitsi Dangarembga to become our inaugural 
International Chair of Creative Writing. Jean and Tsitsi supervised literary events and creative writing 
workshops across the African continent and the UK. Here is a link to a website giving the details on 
this project: https://www.uea.ac.uk/creative/international-chair-of-creative-writing  
 
Benjamin Musgrave (LDC) has also been shortlisted in the category "Outstanding Cultural or Social 
Impact" for his play The Indigo Giant, written in conversation with the nineteenth-century Bengali 
playwright Dinabandhu Mitra's play about the Indigo Revolt Nil Darpan (1858-59). Ben's play was 
performed in Bangladesh in 2022 and in the UK in 2023 by Komola Collective, and Riot in the Light. 
Here is a link to a website giving more details on this play and its performances: 
https://www.theindigogiant.com/indigogiantdhaka 
 
These successes continue LDC's very strong showing at the Innovation and Impact Awards over the 
years. They are a testament to Claire's, Jean's, and Ben's talents and leadership and the strength of 
their collaborations with colleagues in LDC, the University as a whole, and with partners in the UK 
and across the world. 
 

 
 

This Bulletin reflects the rich diversity of colleagues' research achievements to help us appreciate our vibrant research community. Its success 
depends on colleagues wanting to share and celebrate their own and each others’ achievements. We welcome comments and suggestion for 

improvement to: HUM.research@uea.ac.uk  
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