WOMEN IN FOCUS / TOOL 2

Expanded Film Viewing
and Inspection

Problem: Archives may have a dearth of primary information on the
women who made and were involved in the making of amateur films. This
results in a lack of recognition of women’s amateur film titles, filmmaking
style, or their contributions across a range of collaborative productions.

Strategies to Adopt:

1.

Undertake physical inspection: Check

cans and reels for additional information
about all contributors to a film that can be
included in the metadata: address stickers
attached to can exteriors, or ephemera stored
inside (e.g. script notes, colour grading
charts, newspaper clippings).

. View film credits: Make a full listing of credits

(that appear on the film at the beginning or
end) that captures the range of collaborators
involved in a film (this is particularly important
with cine club or small group productions).
Where possible, include all contributors in the
film metadata. You can also cross-check or

confirm this information with other data gathered

(via Tools 1: Acquisitions and 5: Using Other
Research Resources).

. Locate and identify people: Check if the

attributed filmmaker(s) appears in the film in
order to capture a visual record of them. Also
note any recurring individuals as this can build
knowledge of the filmmaker and their subjects,
can act as point of comparison across multiple
films, and a filmmaker photo can be useful for
future usage.

. Note filmmaking craft and technique: Note

any stylistic elements used in each film to track

similar craft or techniques across the collection:

this could include styles of camerawork,

editing, or optical effects (irises, dissolves, etc.).
Including references to the amateur filmmaker’s

craft in film metadata creates a clear sense of
her authorship.
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Based on a story by
Oadre_y Cooke .

Film credits can help Identify additional contributions from women. Horatio Spink,
Detective (1934, H.A.B. Bulleid, East Anglian Film Archive).

It can be useful to look at how shots are framed even in home movies in order to get a
sense of a filmmaker’s style and creative practice. Agnes Heron’s ‘Roll 21: Achill, 1969.
Image provided courtesy of the Irish Film Institute.



- Identifying filmmakers and subjects:

- Film credits:

- Film cans:
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