Get Set: GCSE to HE – Teacher PowerPoint Overviews 
Financial Support at University 
This session aims to outline the financial costs and financial support available at university. It is split into 2 parts – the first being a ‘guess the price’ game, so students start to think about how they might need to budget at university, and the second being the sharing of information around cost and help available. It may be beneficial for students to have a pen and paper if you’d like them to write their guesses down for the first section. 

Slide 1: Overview 
Slide 2: Title slide 
Slide 3: Aim of the session – read out 
Slide 4: Introduction to price-guessing game. 
‘We are going to play a quick game of guess the price. For each item, write down how much you think it might cost. We will then reveal the price to show how close you were! This is important because if you decide to go to university, you will need to learn how to budget.’ 
Slides 5-12: Price-guessing slides 
For each slide, a picture will come up of a cost that might be associated with university. Get the students to guess a price and write it down, or share verbally if you’d prefer. Then click for the animation with the price to appear. 
Slide 13: Reflection 
‘How did you get on? Did any of the prices surprise you?’ Ask for this feedback from the group. 
‘Discuss the following with the person next to you: if you were living on a limited budget, what would be the things you would prioritise paying aside from bills and accommodation?’ Give them a minute or so to discuss then ask for feedback – they may say travel, food, clothing, beauty, trips out etc. 
Slide 14: A final guess the price 
‘How much do you think it costs to pay for tuition fees for learning at university each year?’ Ask for feedback, click for animation. 
‘In 2025-26, the cost is £9535 per year. So now we are going to investigate this a little more and what help there is available!’
Slide 15: University costs 
‘At university there are two main costs to consider. One is the tuition fees, which is the cost of studying your course, paid directly to the university. The second is the cost of living, which is everything else – accommodation, your food, phone, bill and hobbies. We are now going to watch a video which outlines these in a bit more detail.’  Play video. 
https://youtu.be/J6Al_szv8uo
Slide 16: Student finance 
‘So you may be wondering how you could afford to pay for these costs, but there is help available. In terms of how you pay for tuition fees (click animation) you can access a tuition fee loan, which is paid directly to the university and everyone can access it. You won’t pay this back until you’re earning over a certain amount. (click animation). You can also get help with living costs (click animation) which is in the form of maintenance loans. Everyone can access some of this money, and there are household income requirements to access the maximum amounts. Again you won’t pay this back until you’re earning over a certain amount a year.’ 
Slide 17: Repaying the loans 
‘As you can see, the current tuition fee loan amount is £9535 per year. For the maintenance loan, you can access somewhere between £3790 and £13,348 per year. As for paying it back, you only pay 9% of what you earn over £25,000. Then after 40 years, it disappears if you haven’t paid it all back!’ 
Slides 18-19: Paying back examples 
‘So how does this work in practice? Imagine you earn £25,000 a year. Each month, your student loan would be £0 because you haven’t earned over the threshold. (change slide). Secondly, imagine you’re earning £30,000 a year. Each month your student loan would cost you £37.50. So the reality is that even if you have a large debt from university, you don’t pay huge amounts back per month but this obviously does increase depending on the wage you earn.’ 
Slide 20: How else can you pay for your living costs? 
‘There are also a number of other ways you may be able to gain or make some money to pay for your living costs. Lots of universities offer bursaries or scholarships – these may be things you apply for or are given automatically if you meet certain criteria. For example, UEA students whose household income is less than £20,000 will receive up to £1600 per year. Many students also choose to work a part-time job to fit around their studies, whether this be a job on campus (such as in the shop or the bar), or something in the local area. There are also extra pots of money available for specific groups, such as people who go to university who are parents, who are care experienced or have a disability. In addition, if you are studying a healthcare course, you may be entitled to money from the government.’ 
Slide 21 & 22: Where else can you look for information? End of presentation. 
‘There are lots of places you can find further information. There are some suggested websites here.’










Pathways and Myth-Busting 
This session aims to bust some of the key myths that surround university, with an emphasis especially on thinking about pathways into and at university eg variety of post-16 options, commuting students, etc. It takes the form of a ‘true or false’ session, where students will see the statement, decide if it is true or false, then you can reveal the answer and if you want to, show a video relevant to the statement. You may wish for students to show hands for true or false, or split them into teams. If you wish to do it as a competition and watch all the videos, you may need slightly more time than the 15 minutes. 
Slide 1: Overview 
Slide 2: Title slide 
Slide 3: Aim of the session – read out 
Slides 4-7:  True or False: You must move away from home and live in halls to go to university.       FALSE 
Some students choose a course at university away from their home, and many of those will choose to live in campus accommodation for the first year. They may decide to move away because they want to experience somewhere new, or they really want to go to a specific university for a reason – for example, they are highly rated on the course they are looking at. However, an increasing number of students attend universities and colleges that are close enough to allow them to remain at home. This means they can stay in the local area, reaping the benefits of current connections whilst also developing new ones. It is normally cheaper to live at home.
https://youtu.be/_lt1XTYcyrY?list=PL0szx1BNfw9nNSsw5mDMc0OUgRO_8bm-U
https://youtu.be/dTZ2jqA75aI
Slides 8-10: True or False: You must study A-Levels to be able to go to university.     FALSE 
There are lots of qualifications that can get you into university, including BTECs, T-Levels and apprenticeships, as well as A-Levels. Some courses will also ask for your GCSE grades, especially in English and Maths, where you will normally need a grade 4 (or sometimes 5).
https://youtu.be/qNoROqiT5pI
Slides 11-13: True or False: If you don’t get the grades needed, you might still be able to go to university that year.   TRUE 
It can be disappointing for students if they don't get the grades they needed to get into their first choice university. If this happens, there are a few different options. ​On occasions, some universities may accept the student. This varies year on year, depending on course availability and many other things. ​Clearing is always an option. This is where universities open up any spaces they have remaining to students. So if someone didn't get into the university they originally wanted but were willing to look elsewhere, they may still be able to get a place. ​Some universities offer foundation years for some subjects. This is a base year you would complete before your degree, so it does add a year on to your total time at university – and the grades accepted will be lower. 
https://youtu.be/YIbgv12ZVTg
Slides 14-16: True or False: Apprenticeships are available at university level.   TRUE 
Degree apprenticeships are available, which allow you to gain a full undergraduate degree whilst you work, so you would leave with the same level of qualification as someone who had studied at university. As the table shows, apprenticeships are available at Level 2 (equivalent to GCSEs), Level 3 (equivalent to A-Levels) and then Levels 4-7, ranging from diplomas to different degree levels. 
https://youtu.be/uDhFVr1PZIU
Slides 17-19: True or False: A full-time course means you will be at university 9-5 every day.   FALSE 
Timetables really vary depending on what subject you are doing – however, a 'full-time course' doesn't necessarily mean you will be at university from 9 until 5 every day. Practical subjects that feature lots of lab work or learning courses like medicine, nursing and teacher training do tend to have higher levels of teaching time. However, other courses will vary and so you may only have lessons on 3 days of the week but will be expected to work independently outside of that.
https://youtu.be/vc6bs8m9Yo4
Slides 20-22: True or False: Doing any degree will likely help you to access a wider range of jobs.  TRUE 
For some careers, there is an obvious link to a university course – for example, if you study medicine, you want to become a doctor. However, many jobs open to graduates (people who have gained a degree from university) will specify that you need a degree but not necessarily the subject. This means that a wider range of jobs will be available to you if you have been to university. You also develop a huge range of skills which are attractive to employers. 
https://youtu.be/nO_LMN7H9q0
Slides 23-25: True or False: There are around 30 different degree courses to choose from.  FALSE 
There are approximately 35,000 different courses you can study at university! Often you will just choose to focus on one subject, or you may combine 2, but rarely more than that. There are a huge variety available – from those you will have studied, such as history, maths and biology, to new subjects, such as criminology and astronomy, or those linked to a specific job, such as midwifery or medicine.
https://youtu.be/mpmWy9X-vgQ
Slides 26-28: True or False: You can study for a degree at a university, college or online.   TRUE 
‘There are a few different options for places you can study a degree. University is one of them, whether you choose to move away or live at home and study somewhere close to you. However, many Further Education Colleges are now beginning to offer degrees, and then may have benefits such as smaller class sizes and more flexible learning. Additionally, some people choose to study online through a provider like the Open University.’
https://youtu.be/8tl9Jymp9jI
Slide 29-30: Extra videos and wrap up 
There are some extra optional videos about student voice, degree apprenticeships, commuters, foundation years, pathways at post-16. Use this as you wish if you have extra time.


Wellbeing support at University 
This session aims to outline some of the wellbeing support, which is available at university, and is split into 2 parts. The first section asks students to look at some images and think about what issue with wellbeing the image might be portraying, vs a second image showing a more positive experience. The second part looks at some of the key areas of support that universities will likely offer. 
Slide 1: Overview 
Slide 2: Title Slide 
Slide 3: Aim of the session – read out 
Slide 4: Wellbeing introduction 
‘First of all, we need to try and gain an understanding of what we mean by wellbeing. So what do you associate with this word? *ask for feedback then click for animation*  Well-being is being in a positive state. It is a state in which a person can function and navigate daily life and whereby they are generally happy and healthy. It is influenced by physical and mental health. Today we are going to look at some of the potential wellbeing problems at university but more importantly to outline lots of the help that universities will offer.’ 
Slide 5: Wellbeing activity 
‘On the next few slides, there are going to be 2 images. One of the images is portraying a potential challenge to wellbeing at university. The second image represents how someone could potentially turn that into a more positive experience.’ 
Slide 6-10: Wellbeing activity 
For each of these slides, the images will show up first. Give students 30 seconds to discuss with the person next to them what the 2 images could be representing in terms of the challenge and then potential more positive experience. They may need a bit of help with the first example to get the idea. On each slide, if you click, the animation for suggested answers will come up. 
Slide 6: Challenge – not understanding the work or finding study difficult. More positive experience – go and speak to someone in your subject to help.
Slide 7: Challenge – finding living in accommodation difficult with people you don’t know. More positive experience – speak to accommodation team. 
Slide 8: Challenge – worrying about money or finding it difficult to manage. More positive experience – attending information workshops on finance. 
Slide 9: Challenge – feeling lonely and not being able to make friends. More positive experience – expanding network by joining clubs and societies. 
Slide 10: Challenge – feeling stressed/anxious and struggling with mental health. More positive experience – accessing support eg counsellor. 

Slide 11: Day to day support 

‘At university there is a wide range of support on a daily basis. 
Friends and family - New friends or longstanding, these people can help you if you're feeling stressed or worried!
Personal tutor - If you get a personal tutor, they can help with your well-being and managing stress as well as the academic side.
Student union/information - There will likely be teams linked to the university who can offer support and guidance.
Residential team - If it is something specifically linked to accommodation, there will usually be a team to help.
Specific groups – you may find that there is support for specific groups of students, such as for commuting or care experienced/estranged students.’

Slide 12: Building your support network 

‘At university, there are lots of opportunities to build your support network. 
Free self-help tools - You may be given access to free 'self-help' tools that you can use when you need them.
Faith and spirituality - Lots of universities will have a chaplaincy and whether or not you are spiritual/have a faith, can offer support.
Clubs and societies - Joining clubs or societies is a great way to meet new people and expand your support network, as well as keeping you active if you choose a sport.
Other university initiatives - For example, at the UEA there is a well-being initiative called 'Take Five' where students can drop along, play games, chat and widen their support circle.’

Slide 13: Specialists on hand 

‘If you need a bit further support in specific areas, there are also a range of experts on hand at university. 
University doctors - Most universities will have an on-site doctor's surgery should you need them. 
Counselling services - Many universities will offer access to counsellors and talking therapies for more serious issues.
Disability support - Universities will offer specific support for those who have a disability- physical and mental health conditions, neurodivergence and specific learning differences as well as medical conditions such as allergies.
Careers support - A bit like when you have a careers advisor at school, universities will often have a career support programme and they may be able to help with writing your CV, searching for suitable jobs or building up your skills or interview technique for when you are ready to go into the world of work.’

Side 14 & 15: UEA Video and wrap up 
https://youtu.be/oAN2PFse1Xo


An optional video to watch about the support specifically at UEA. 
